Dr Mendelson devoted his research career to studying the behavioral and biological aspects of alcoholism and drug abuse. As Chief of The National Center for Prevention and Control of Alcoholism, National Institute of Mental Health (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) , the first federal program to focus on alcoholism, he effectively promoted the concept that alcoholism is a medical disorder and persuaded leading scientists of the importance of research on this complex biobehavioral disorder. Today, that program has evolved into the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, NIH.
In 1970 Dr Mendelson is best known for his multidisciplinary clinical research on addiction to alcohol, heroin, cocaine, marijuana, and tobacco. His pioneering studies involved direct observation of the effects of chronic drug and alcohol intoxication, and his findings challenged many prevalent beliefs. In in-patient clinical studies of drinking patterns in alcohol-dependent men, he found that contrary to anecdotal reports, chronic alcohol intoxication induced profound depression, dysphoria, and anxiety. Moreover, the prospect of alcohol withdrawal did not appear to control drinking behavior.
In treatment-related research, Dr Mendelson conducted the first in-patient clinical trials of the effects of the novel opioid mixed agonist-antagonist, buprenorphine, on heroin self-administration by opioid-dependent men. He found that buprenorphine, as well as an opioid antagonist, naltrexone, significantly reduced heroin selfadministration in comparison to placebo treatment administered under double-blind conditions. Buprenorphine was more readily accepted by the patients because of its opioid agonist component, and today buprenorphine is widely used for the outpatient treatment of heroin abuse and dependence.
Dr Mendelson was fascinated by the interactions between drugs, hormones, and behavior. His innovative studies of the neuroendocrine correlates of addiction revealed that the hormonal milieu may influence the abuse-related effects of drugs. Dr Mendelson's research has directed attention to the importance of studying not only the effects of drugs on the endocrine system, but also the ways in which hormones may enhance or diminish the saliency of drug effects.
In addition to his preeminence as a scientist, scholar, and educator, friends will remember him for his warmth and generosity, his ebullient sense of humor, an inexhaustible reservoir of stories and jokes, and perfect delivery. He was also an accomplished photographer, a collector of antique maps and fine wines, an enthusiastic traveler, gardener, and cook. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him. 
